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1000 Flowers

Talking Points
What:
1000 Flowers’ Nail the Election Initiative is a campaign to register  women voters in beauty salons across the country. The Nail the Vote Initiative is a campaign to get women to the polls. Nailing the Vote will begin in October once state registrations close.

Who:
1000 Flowers is a bunch of ordinary citizens who want more from our democracy. 1000 Flowers is a non-partisan, non-profit, grassroots effort to engage people, and especially women, in the political process. 1000 Flowers does not promote any particular candidate or party.

Where:
1000 Flowers target states are California, Florida, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, and Pennsylvania, states where there are high rates of unregistered single women. Beauty Kits have also been sent to salons in other states willing to help register voters—23 states so far!  The Body Shop has kits in all of its U.S. stores in 45 states.

When:
The deadline to postmark registration forms is October 4 in most states, in order to be eligible to vote on November 2.

Program 
The “Adopt-a-Salon” program recruited volunteers to go to 2000 

Details: 
 beauty salons in low voter registration districts (data obtained from Women’s Voices, Women’s Votes) with voter registration “Beauty Kits”.  Salon owners were asked to set up the Kits at their front counters and help register voters. The Kits include 

•30 state specific voter registration forms (you can get more forms at your local post office, library or registrar’s office)

•one “These are Cuticle Times” poster (for salon window or wall)

•one countertop display with two pockets (to hold nail files and postcards)

•30 postcards (with five reasons why women should vote)

•30 nail files (with fun slogans like “Don’t let this election be a nailbiter—Vote November 2” and “Shape the Oval Office”)

The "Nail the Election" registration campaign will run until October 4. On October 5, 1000 Flowers will launch its “Nail the Vote” get- out-the-vote campaign to get women to the polls.  Women will be encouraged to host parties and paint each other’s nails red, white and blue with v-o-t-e decals to spread the word about voting. 1000 Flowers is also encouraging women to “Arrive With Five” by bringing four friends with them to the polls on November 2.
Facts and Figures:

· Women’s votes decide elections. If the 22 million single women who could have voted in 2000 decide to vote in 2004, they will determine  who the next President is.  If single women had voted in the 2000 election at similar rates to other voting blocs, 6 million more votes would have been cast.

· 16 million of those 22 million single women did not even register to vote in 2000. 

· Recent polls have shown that the top three issues that single women care about are health care, education and job security.  Many of these women are concerned that our country is headed in the wrong direction.

· Vote for what you want. Do you want decent health care? A good education? Better pay? Clean air and water? The right to choose? Vote!

· This election is extra important. The outcome in November will determine who oversees the economy, who runs foreign policy, and who appoints the next Supreme Court.

· Hold politicians accountable. Women want positive change, not finger-pointing and double-talk. Cast your vote, make them deliver.

How to Get More Involved:


· Obtain Voter Registration Beauty Kits, nail files and postcards by making a donation at www.1000flowers.org – while supplies last - to give away to your friends, family, neighbors, colleagues.

· Volunteer to register voters in your own community using our colorful, eye-catching materials.

·  Host a “Nail the Vote” manicure party the week of October 25 at your house, a salon, a mall, party, grocery store or library to mobilize 
potential voters. Check our website for details and manicure kits for your parties, www.1000flowers.org.

· Talk politics with your girlfriends and tell them why you plan to vote. 

· Use the media to spread the word – Send a letter to the editor at your local paper or invite the media to your local event to tell people in your community the creative ways you are activating people to help our democracy blossom.  See a sample letter on our website, www.1000flowers.org/lettertotheeditor.html.

· “Arrive With Five” at the polls - bring 4 friends.  Organize carpools and babysitting on November 2. Tell your boss in advance that you will need to take time off to vote on November 2.  Remember, friends don’t let friends not vote.

How to contact 1000 Flowers: 

talktous@1000flowers.org or 1000 Flowers 1739 McGee, Berkeley CA 94703. 
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